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BULLHEAD
No scales. Tail only slightly forked, with rounded lobes. 
Adults are blackish, dark olive or dark brown. Belly is yellow, 
greenish-white, or white. Chin barbels are entirely black. 
The pectoral fin spine is smooth. Found in farm ponds and 
reservoirs throughout Nevada.

GREEN SUNFISH
Each scale is flecked with yellow or emerald green. Back 
and sides olive-green, and lower belly yellowish-copper 
or brassy.  Body is short, stocky, and deeply compressed 
from side to side. The gill cover has a broad, light margin, 
and it often has a black spot on the rear flap. The gill cover 
bone is stiff all the way to the margin which is different from 
most other sunfish.

BULL TROUT (CHAR)
The bull trout is normally olive-green to light green along 
the back and sides and appears somewhat washed out. 
Back with pale yellow spots and sides with orange or red 
spots; fins fringed with yellow orange; pectoral, pelvic, and 
anal fins with white margins. This fish is native to only the 
Jarbidge River system of northern EIko County and occurs in 
tributaries associated with the two forks of that stream system.

CUTTHROAT TROUT
Body color is highly variable with three subspecies in 
Nevada.  Back may be steel gray to olive-green. Sides may 
be yellow-brown with red or pink along belly. Slash marks 
on either side of the throat beneath the lower jaw may be 
yellow, crimson-red or orange. Fins uniform color with no 
white tips. Scattered spots are usually round and black, more 
closely grouped towards the tail. Teeth on back of tongue. 
May hybridize with rainbow. Native to the Humboldt, Snake, 
and Bonneville basins of Nevada.  Currently occurs in 112 
streams and a small number of lakes where it’s well known 
for its large size.

BROWN TROUT
Back brown or olive with large black spots. Sides light brown 
to yellowish, with  numerous black and red-orange spots 
surrounded by light blue rings. Few if any spots on tail. Tail 
square, not forked. Brown trout occur widely in central and 
eastern Nevada streams and occur in about 73 streams 
statewide. Also found in some lakes and reservoirs. Spooky 
and difficult to catch.

BROOK TROUT (CHAR)
Color ranges from olive, blue-gray or black on the back to 
white on the belly. Belly and lower fins brilliant orange in 
spawning males. Upper body and dorsal fin have mottled or 
worm-like markings. Red spots, with or without bluish rings 
around them.  The most distinguishing marks are the white 
and thin black strip along the fore edge of the lower fins. 
Tail square or slightly forked. Occurs in about 278 mountain 
streams in Nevada where it frequents cooler water.  Found 
in Ruby Mountain alpine lakes and other coldwater lakes.

LARGEMOUTH BLACK BASS
Dark green on back and sides, silvery below. Belly is greenish-
white. A broad dark band on the sides which consists of 
irregular patches touching together. Dorsal fin with 9 to 10 
sharp spines nearly separated from the soft rays by a deep 
notch. Upper jaw when closed extends at least to the rear 
edge of the eye in adults, usually beyond. Abundant in lakes 
and reservoirs throughout Nevada.

CHANNEL CATFISH
No scales, tail deeply forked with pointed lobes. Body pale 
bluish-olive above and bluish-white below. Spots vary from 
a few to many over much of the body and may not occur 
on large fish. Barbels extend from the chin and upper jaw. 
Both dorsal and pectoral fins have strong, sharp spines. 
Larger fish may be distinguished from the white catfish by 
the longer black barbels and more streamlined body form. 
Tail more deeply forked and head thinner and less rounded 
than white catfish. White on belly only to forward edge of 
anal fin. Found in warm water streams and reservoirs in 
northwestern and southern Nevada.

LAKE TROUT OR MACKINAW
Not as highly colored as other trout. Dark gray or gray-green 
above, belly light gray or white. Light gray irregular shaped 
spots or lines on back, sides, dorsal fin and tail. No white 
edging appears on lower fins as in brook trout. Tail deeply 
forked.  Currently found in Lake Tahoe, Nevada-California, 
and Liberty and Echo Lakes in EIko County.

MOUNTAIN WHITEFISH
Back and fins are light brown and the sides and belly are 
silver and white. There are no spots. Tail deeply forked and 
body is deep and round. Mouth small with no teeth. Large 
fleshy adipose fin. Scales large and rough. The whitefish 
occurs in a number of larger streams in western and 
northeastern Nevada.

Selected Game Fish of Nevada
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BLUEGILL
Very colorful. Light to dark blue on bright purple. In breeding 
season, the breast of males is red. Gill covers often blue 
with a black spot on the rear of the “ear flap”. Faint vertical 
bars on the sides. Dorsal fin has 10 spines followed without 
interruption by 10 or 12 rays. The mouth is small and when 
closed, barely reaches the front of the eye. Body deep for 
its length and compressed from side to side. Found in small 
farm ponds throughout northwestern and southern Nevada.

CRAPPIE
Silver-olive with numerous black or dark green splotches on 
the sides. Forehead is dished and the snout is turned up. Five 
or more anal spines and 7 or 8 dorsal spines. Base of the 
dorsal fin is about the same length as the base of the anal 
fin. Body compressed from side to side. Found in warmwater 
lakes and reservoirs throughout Nevada.
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STRIPED BASS
Body olive-green above, shading through silvery on sides 
to white on belly with brassy reflection. There are 7 to 8 
longitudinal dark stripes following the scale rows. A spiny 
dorsal fin is barely separated from a soft dorsal fin. The tail 
is forked and the body is cylindrical in shape. Striped bass 
occur in only a few of the larger lakes in Nevada including 
Lake Mead and Lake Mohave. The fish can become very 
large with some specimens larger than 50 pounds.

WHITE BASS
Dark gray to black on the back, with bright silvery sides 
and white belly. The sides have dark stripes or lines (about 
5 are above the lateral line). There are 13 or 14 rays in 
the dorsal fin, and 11 to 13 in the anal fin. Body strongly 
compressed from side to side, forehead is dished and snout 
is slightly turned up. Found in Lahontan Reservoir, Rye Patch 
Reservoir and Washoe Lake.

WHITE CATFISH
Bluish to grayish above and white below. Tail deeply forked. 
No scales. No spots. Barbels extend from the chin and upper 
jaw.  Both dorsal and pectoral fins have strong, sharp spines. 
White catfish have shorter barbels on the upper jaw than 
channel catfish, and barbels on lower jaw are whiter. Head 
is more rounded and white on belly extends to rear of anal 
fin. Found in Lahontan and Willow Creek Reservoirs and 
the Humboldt River with channel catfish.

SMALLMOUTH BLACK BASS
Dark olive to brown on back, sides bronze, belly white. 
Five dark vertical bands on sides. Eyes reddish. Dorsal fin 
with 9 or 10 sharp spines without a deep notch separating 
them from the soft rays.  Upper jaw when closed does not 
extend beyond the rear edge of the eye. Found in only a few 
waters in Nevada such as the Humboldt River, Dry Creek 
Reservoir, South Fork Reservoir, Wildhorse Reservoir, all in 
Elko County; Rye Patch, Carson River, Lahontan and Wall 
Canyon  reservoirs and Lake Mead.

SACRAMENTO PERCH
Color blackish above, with about seven vertical bars irregular 
in form and position. This is not a true perch, but a sunfish.

Selected Game Fish of Nevada

WALLEYE
Prominent “canine” teeth distinguish this big perch from its 
smaller family member the yellow perch. Color is brassy-olive 
buff sometimes shading to yellowish sides and white beneath.  
No distinct bars on the sides, but rather an overall mottling 
of black or brown. Large dark blotches at rear base of dorsal 
fin, and the lower lobe of tail fin is white tipped. The tail is 
moderately forked. Found in a few western Nevada waters 
including Lahontan and Rye Patch Reservoirs, the Humboldt 
River below Rye Patch Reservoir and Chimney Reservoir.

RAINBOW TROUT
Body usually olive to greenish-blue on the back; belly white 
to silver; sides usually show prominent red or pink streak. 
Fish from lakes sometimes lose all color and appear silvery. 
Irregular spots on back, sides, head, dorsal fin and tail. 
No teeth on back of tongue. Native to the Columbia River 
drainage of northeastern Nevada, but stocked extensively 
from hatcheries throughout Nevada.  Nevada’s most 
abundant game fish species occurring in 295 streams 
statewide and in a large number of lakes and reservoirs.

Selected Game Fish of Nevada

YELLOW PERCH
Rich yellow to brassy-green with 6 to 8 dark vertical bars 
on the sides. Dark green back. No “canine” teeth. The belly 
is whitish.  The dorsal fin has two sections, the front one 
contains 12 to 14 sharp spines and the rear 12 to 13 soft rays.

Fish illustrations by :
Ron Pittard 

(Windsor Nature Discovery) 
and 

Michelle LaGory 
(Wyoming Game and Fish Dept.)

Fishing without 
a license is the most 

common wildlife crime.  

Report wildlife crime to 
Operation Game Thief at 

1-800-992-3030
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Laughlin Area 
Special Camping, Fishing Access Regulations Apply:

Wildlife Management Area Regulations
The Department of Wildlife maintains several areas statewide that are known as Wildlife Management Areas (WMA). 
These areas are managed specifically for their wildlife values. Fishing is provided on some of the areas and anglers are 
subject to the following regulations.

Wildlife Management Areas

The following activities are prohibited within the Laughlin boating and fishermen’s access area, in Clark County:

Kirch Wildlife Management Area

•	 Camping in any type of motor vehicle or recreational 
	 vehicle;

•	 Erecting a tent or structure for the purpose of sleeping 
	 or living in it;

•	 Parking any type of motor vehicle or recreational vehicle 
	 or otherwise blocking or restricting the access of a 	
	 person or vessel, to the boat ramp;

•	 Parking a bus hired to carry passengers or a semi-trailer 
	 anywhere within the access area;

• 	 Parking a motor vehicle in the access area in a location 
	 other than a designated parking space; or

•	 Being under the influence of a controlled substance or 
	 an intoxicating liquor, or consuming an intoxicating 	
	 liquor.

Vehicular Travel (NAC 504.115)
Vehicular travel within a WMA may be controlled so as to not 
impact area management and for safe and beneficial use of 
the area by both the public and the wildlife.  Within a Wildlife 
Management Area, it is prohibited to operate a motor vehicle 
off an interior road or trail that is designated for vehicular 
travel; or on an interior road or trail that is marked as closed 
to vehicular travel.

Removal (NAC 504.110)
Persons may be removed from a WMA for disorderly conduct, 
intoxication or any other conduct which endangers the area, 
other persons, or wildlife and livestock.

Littering (NAC 504.155)
The Department may deny further use of a WMA to any 
person who abuses or litters the area.

Boating (NAC 488.467)
See pages 39 and 42-43.

Additional WMA regulations such as use of campfires, 
trespass and camping restrictions are listed on page 39.

•	 Angler Information Guides

•	 Fishing Clinics 

•	 Fishable Waters Maps

FISHING FOR INFORMATION?
•	 Fishing Reports

•	 Stocking Reports

... and much more!

www.ndow.org
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Wildlife Management  Area Regulations

Camping & 
campfires not 
permitted.

Area Bodies of Water Trespass Use of Vessels Camping &
Use of Campfires 

Overton WMA
(Clark Co.)

Lake Mead,
Honeybee Pond,
Center Pond

Trespass prohibited 
from March 1 
through Aug. 1 on  
Honeybee Pond and 
Center Pond.

Vessels are prohibited on all 
ponds.  Vessels are allowed on 
the portion of the area inundated 
by Lake Mead, except that on 
Overton Hunt Days, vessels 
may be used only by persons 
authorized to hunt waterfowl.

Camping & 
campfires only 
permitted within 
the rest and trails 
areas.

Kirch WMA
(Nye Co.)

Dacey Reservoir, 
Tule Reservoir, 
Cold Springs 
Reservoir, 
Haymeadow 
Reservoir, and 
Adams-McGill 
Reservoir

Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 
through Aug. 15 in 
the upper portion of 
Adams-McGill, Cold 
Springs, Dacey 
and Haymeadow 
reservoirs, and all of 
the Tule Reservoir.

Flat wake restriction in effect.  
Vessels may not exceed 5 
nautical miles per hour.

Only vessels without motors 
may be used on the Dacey 
Reservoir from Feb. 15 
through August 15.  Flat wake 
restriction in effect all other 
dates.

Camping & 
campfires only 
permitted within 
the David Deacon 
Campground.

Key Pittman
WMA
(Lincoln Co.)

Nesbitt Lake Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 through 
Aug. 15 in the 
portion of Nesbitt 
Lake north of the 
buoy line.

Flat wake restriction in effect.

Mason Valley
WMA
(Lyon Co.)

Hinkson  Slough, 
North Pond, Bass 
Pond, Beaver 
Slough, Crappie 
Pond, Walker 
River

Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 through 
Aug. 15 in the 
eastern portion of 
the main developed 
pond area, as 
posted.

All vessels are prohibited from 
Feb. 15 through Aug. 15 each 
year, except on Hinkson Slough, 
Bass, Crappie and North ponds, 
Beaver Slough and the Walker 
River.  Flat wake restriction in 
effect.

Camping & 
campfires only 
permitted in those 
sites designated 
for camping.

Steptoe Valley
WMA
(White Pine Co.)

Comins Lake Waterskiing authorized between 
11 a.m. and sunset.  During 
other hours flat wake restriction 
in effect.

Camping & 
campfires not 
permitted.

Mason Valley
WMA
(Lyon Co.)

Eastside 
Waterfowl 
Series Ponds

Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 
through Aug. 15. 
Fishing season 
is open Aug. 16 
through Sept. 30.

All vessels are prohibited from 
Feb. 15 through Aug. 15 each 
year.  Flat wake restriction in 
effect.

Camping & 
campfires only 
permitted in those 
sites designated 
for camping.

Wildlife Management Areas
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By Edwin Lyngar

	 Most cold-water boaters are well aware of the dangers 
of hypothermia.  When a person gets too cold, he or she 
may experience symptoms such as shivering, cool skin 
and slurred speech, and those symptoms means that 
it’s time to get warm fast.   However, hypothermia isn’t 
necessarily the biggest danger a boater faces if he or 
she falls into cold water—a far more serious threat is cold 
water shock syndrome.
	 “Most people who fall overboard in frigid waters, end up 
dying of cold water shock,” said Capt. David Pfiffner, Nevada 
boating law administrator.  “The minute a person falls from a 
boat, he or she is in immediate danger of drowning.”
	 Cold water shock syndrome kills more boaters every 
year than hypothermia, according to the National Water 
Safety Congress that just completed a study on cold water 
survival.   Studies show that when a person becomes 
immediately cold, such as a fall into cold water from a boat, 
muscles freeze up from shock and the person often starts 
to hyperventilate, making swimming nearly impossible.  
	 “People just aren’t prepared for that ice-cold instant 
of hitting the water,” said Ed Huntsman, regional vice 
president for the Water Safety Congress and a regional 
expert in boating safety.   
	 Another factor, according to Huntsman, is that cold 
water shock also results in the “gasp reflex” when a person 
involuntarily gasps for air after becoming submerged.  
“When a person gasps, they may be underwater, creating 
an immediate risk of sudden death,” he added. 
	 Hypothermia, by contrast, is defined as abnormally 

low body temperature.   Hypothermia is still a danger 
and if left unchecked can be fatal.  Once a person has 
survived the shock of cold water, hypothermia is the next 
concern.  Even on fairly mild fall and winter days, low water 
temperatures create a hazard should a boater get wet or 
fall overboard; however, there are precautions sportsmen 
can take to minimize the dangers. 

	 The most important safety precaution a boater can 
take to both avoid cold water shock and hypothermia is to 
wear a life jacket, according to Pfiffner.  A life jacket nearly 
eliminates the danger of immediate drowning.  Although 
the real danger of hypothermia exists, a boater wearing a 
life jacket has the precious minutes needed to get rescued. 
	 If a person shows symptoms of hypothermia or if 
someone ends up submerged in cold water, boaters and 
first responders need to take immediate action, including 

these steps:

•	 Throw any kind of flotation and then get 
	 him or her out of the water immediately.

•	 Remove any damp or wet clothing.

•	 Wrap the person in warm, dry blankets. 

•	 If the victim is fully awake, give them 
	 something warm to drink but avoid caffeine 	
	 or alcohol, as they worsen hypothermia.

•	 Seek medical help as needed.

	 Both cold water shock and hypothermia 
are serious risks when boating in cold water.  
Taking a few steps, knowing the symptoms 
and respecting cold temperatures can all 
reduce your risk.

 “People just aren’t prepared for 
that ice-cold instant of hitting 
the water.”

- Ed Huntsman
Regional Vice President
Water Safety Congress

Winter Boating and Cold Water Safety

Lake Tahoe
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	 Life Jackets - One correctly sized life jacket is required by law for each person on board.  	
	 Children under the age of 13-years-old must wear it.
	 Type IV Flotation Aid - Any boat 16 feet or longer must carry 
	 a type IV throwable cushion or ring.

	 Fire Extinguisher - Most boats that use gasoline must carry one, and 
	 it must be charged.   Larger boats need two or even three fire 	
	 extinguishers.

	 Muffling Device - Every boat must be properly muffled.
	 Water Ski and Dive Flags -  If you ski or dive you need to display 
	 the appropriate signal flag.

	 Sound Producing Device - All boats must carry a horn, whistle or 
	 other sound producing device.

	 Anchor - If the boat breaks down, an anchor is essential for 
	 protecting yourself and your boat, although not legally required.

	 Visual Distress Signals - Though not required, signal flares and flags can attract attention if 
	 the need arises.

DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT!

Safety Equipment is Critical

Follow the Boating Safety Seven

77
SAFETY

If you remember nothing else about boating rules, remember the 
Boating Safety Seven.  Boating can be a fun activity for the entire 
family, but you should go boating with safety in mind to make sure 
your great day on the water doesn’t turn sour. NDOW reminds 
you to have a good time, and be safe...it just makes sense.

Boating in Nevada

1.  Wear your life jacket
2.  Take a boating education course
3.  Carry all your required safety gear
4.  Know your boat and its limitations
5.  Follow the boating “rules of the road”
6.  Be aware of weather and water conditions
7.  Boat sober and be considerate of other boaters
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The following information provides a summary of some of the boating laws and regulations for Nevada anglers 
who use boats. Safe boating in Nevada starts with knowing Nevada’s boating regulations.  Anglers who boat have 
to follow the same guidelines as any other boater on Nevada’s waters, and this section of Fishing Seasons and 
Regulations outlines those requirements.  All boats in Nevada are required to carry safety equipment appropriate to 
the type and size of vessel used, and every boater should know and practice safe boating, including learning the rules 
of the road.  To learn more about boating in Nevada, contact NDOW and request a Nevada Boater’s Handbook.  To 
learn more about boating on the web, visit Nevada’s safe boating website: www.ndow.org. 

Nevada Boating Regulations

Nevada Boating Regulations

Reduced Speed Areas (NAC 488.455)
1.  On the following waters, a vessel must be operated at a 
speed that leaves a flat wake, but in no case may a vessel 
be operated at a speed in excess of 5 nautical miles per 
hour:
(a)	 Bassett Lake in White Pine County
(b)	 Cave Lake in White Pine County
(c)	 Knott Creek Reservoir in Humboldt County
(d)	 Jakes Creek Reservoir in Elko County
(e)	 Onion Valley Reservoir in Humboldt County
(f)	 Wayne E. Kirch Wildlife Management Area in Nye County
(g)	 The lagoon south of Laughlin in Clark County within Section 	
	 33, T 32 S. R. 66E. M.D.B.&M., as marked with signs or 	
	 buoys, or both
(h)	 Likes Lake in Churchill County
(i)	 The Pitt-Taylor Arm of Rye Patch Reservoir in Pershing County
(j)	 Illipah Reservoir in White Pine County
(k)	 Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area in Lyon County
(l)	 Upper Wall Canyon Reservoir in Washoe County
(m)	Echo Canyon Reservoir in Lincoln County
(n)	 Silver Creek Reservoir in White Pine County; and
(o)	 Key Pittman Wildlife Management Area in Lincoln County
2.  All boat harbors and other areas designated by buoys 	
	 on any of the following waters are zones in which a 	
	 vessel must be operated at a speed that leaves a flat 	
	 wake, but in no case may a vessel be operated at a 	
	 speed in excess of 5 nautical miles per hour:
(a)	 Lake Mead National Recreation Area in Clark County
(b)	 South Fork Reservoir in Elko County
(c)	 Wildhorse Reservoir in Elko County
(d)	 Lake Tahoe, Zephyr Cove, Cave Rock, Round Hill 	
	 Pines Beach and Glenbrook Bay in Douglas County; 	
	 Sand Harbor, Incline Village General Improvement 	
	 District Boat Ramp and Crystal Shores West in Washoe 	
	 County
(e)	 Washoe Lake State Park Boat Ramps in Washoe County
(f)	 Walker Lake State Recreation Area and Sportsmen’s 	
	 Beach in Mineral County
(g)	 Lahontan Reservoir, Churchill Beach, and North Shore 	
	 Marina in Churchill County; Silver Springs Beach in 	
	 Lyon County
(h)	 Rye Patch Reservoir, Rye Patch Dam Access in 	
	 Pershing County
(i)	 Topaz Lake boat ramps in Douglas County
(j)	 Colorado River, adjacent to Harrah’s Casino in Laughlin 	
	 in Clark County; and
(k)	 Big Bend of the Colorado River State Recreation Area 	
	 in the lagoon used for launching boats in Clark County

Boating Prohibited Areas (NAC 488.465) 
Vessels are prohibited in areas which are designated by 
signs or buoys as follows:
1.	 Within the Lake Mead National Recreation Area;
2.	 On the Colorado River:
(a)	 Below Davis Dam; and
(b)	 The swimming area of Harrah’s Casino in Laughlin;
3.	 On Lake Tahoe at:
(a)	 The main beaches at Sand Harbor and Divers’ Cove 	
	 within Lake Tahoe State Park;
(b)	 The swimming area of the Incline Village General 	
	 Improvement District and Burnt Cedar Beach;
(c)	 The swimming area of Galilee at the Episcopal Camp 	
	 and Conference Center;
(d)	 The swimming area of the Lakeridge General 	
	 Improvement District;
(e)	 The swimming area of the Glenbrook Homeowner’s 	
	 Association;
(f)	 The swimming area of the Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe;
(g)	 The swimming area of the Zephyr Cove Marina; 
(h)	 The swimming area of Crystal Shores West;and 
(i)	 The swimming and beach area adjacent to Nevada Beach 	
	 described in 33CFR 162.215.
4.	 At the dam and swim beach at the state recreation area 	
	 in Rye Patch Reservoir;
5.	 At Lahontan Reservoir Dam;
6.	 At South Fork Reservoir Dam;
7.	 At Wildhorse Reservoir Dam;
8.	 At Eagle Valley Dam at Spring Valley State Park;
9.	 At Chimney Reservoir Dam in Humboldt County;
10.	 At the county swim beach at Topaz Lake; and 
11.	 At the swimming area and dive area at Sparks Marina Park.

Boating Restrictions in Wildlife Management 
Areas (NAC 488.467)
(See page 39 for table of restrictions.) 
1.	 Except as otherwise provided in this section, use of vessels 	
	 is restricted in the following Wildlife Management Areas:
(a)	 In the Overton Wildlife Management Area, located in 	
	 Clark County, vessels are prohibited on all ponds. 	
	 Vessels are allowed on the portion of the area inundated 	
	 by Lake Mead, except that on Overton Hunt Days, 	
	 vessels may be used only by persons authorized to 	
	 hunt waterfowl;
(b)	 In the Humboldt Wildlife Management Area, located in 	
	 Churchill and Pershing Counties:
(1)	 All vessels are prohibited on the ponds in the Humboldt 	
	 and Toulon Sink areas 5 days before the opening day 	
	 of the waterfowl season.
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Nevada Boating Regulations

Federal Boating Regulations

Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge	
Phone (775) 725-3417
Boats without motors (except electric motors) are 
permitted on the Upper Lake, Middle Ponds, and Lower 
Lake.
The North Marsh is closed to boating, including float 
tubes.
Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge
Phone (541) 947-3315
Big Springs Reservoir, Dufurrena Ponds and Catnip 
Reservoir:  Anglers may bank fish, fish by wading, or 
use nonmotorized boats, boats with electric motors, float 
tubes and similar flotation devices only. 
Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge 
Phone (775) 423-5128
Special boating regulations are now in effect at 
Stillwater NWR.  Contact refuge manager before 
operating a boat in this area.  Fishing is not allowed.

Informational Note: The following areas are subject to Federal Regulations in addition to the general provisions of the 
Nevada Boat Act, which include rules for registration, equipment, and operation.  Please contact refuge managers for 
descriptions of restricted zones and/or motor and speed regulations prior to your visit. Regulations are subject to change.

Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge
Phone (775) 779-2237

North of Brown Dike: No boats permitted. Float tubes 
permitted in Unit 21 as posted.

South of Brown Dike (South Marsh)
January 1 through June 14:  Boats prohibited.  Float 
tubes permitted at Main Boat Landing, as posted; at 
Narciss Boat Landing, as posted; and at mouth of 
Collection Ditch at west end of Brown Dike, as posted.

June 15 through July 31: ONLY motorless boats, float 
tubes and boats with electric motors are permitted.  Boats 
with gas motors prohibited.

August 1 through December 31: Motorless boats, float 
tubes and boats propelled by motors with 10 h.p. or less 
are permitted.

Nevada Boating Regulations

(2)	 Airboats are prohibited on the Humboldt Sink until 1 	
	 hour after the legal shooting time on the opening day of 	
	 the waterfowl season.
(3)	 Airboats are prohibited on the Toulon portion of the 	
	 area during the waterfowl season.
(c)	 In the Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area, located 	
	 in Lyon County, all vessels are prohibited from February 	
	 15 through August 15 of each year, except on:
(1)	 Hinkson Slough;
(2)	 Bass Pond;
(3)	 Crappie Pond;
(4)	 Beaver Slough;
(5)	 The Walker River; and
(6)	 North Pond.
(d)	 In the Fort Churchill Cooling Pond Cooperative Wildlife 	
	 Management Area, all vessels and floating devices, 	
	 except for vessels used by employees of the Sierra 	
	 Pacific Power Company in the performance of their 	
	 official duties, are prohibited on the pond.
2.	 The provisions of subsection 1 do not apply to vessels 	
	 owned, operated and used for official purposes by the 	
	 Department.
3.	 For the purposes of this section, a vessel is being used if 	
	 the vessel: (a) is upon the waters of this state, including, 	
	 without limitation, if it is tied or fastened to a dock, mooring 	
	 or shore; and (b) is not aground on the shore.

Anchoring/Mooring Vessels (NRS 488.265)
1.	 Except as otherwise provided in subsection  2 a person 	
	 shall not anchor or moor a vessel in such a position as 	

to obstruct a passageway ordinarily used by other vessels.  
As used in this subsection, a “passageway ordinarily used 
by other vessels” includes:
(a)	 A river channel or the entrance to a harbor or marina; 
and
(b)	 That area within a 100-yard radius of a boat ramp built 
and maintained with public money.
2.	 A person may anchor or moor a vessel in an area 
designated for that purpose by the commission and marked 
at the corners with yellow can buoys. The buoys must emit 
a flashing yellow light from sunset to sunrise.

Areas Limited to Boats without Motors and Boats 
with Electric Motors (NAC 488.470)
1. Only vessels without motors are permitted on the 
following waters:

	 Waters	 County	
	 (a) Angel Lake	 Elko
	 (b) Blue Lakes	 Humboldt
	 (c) Schroeder Reservoir	 Lincoln
	 (d) Spooner Lake	 Douglas
	 (e) Marlette Lake 	 Washoe

2. Only vessels without motors and vessels which are 
powered by electric motors are permitted on the following 
waters:
(a)	 Groves Lake in Lander County  
(b)	 Sparks Marina Park in Washoe County
(c)	 The Lagoon South of Laughlin within section 33, T. 32 	
	 S., R66 E., M.D.B. & M., as marked with signs or buoys, 	
	 or both in Clark County.
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Reglas de la Pesca
	 Una licencia o un permiso de corto plazo es requerido 
para cualquier persona que tiene 12 años o más cuando 
están pescando en la mayoría de las aguas de Nevada.  
Las excepciones son:

	 ·	 Lake Tahoe y el Topaz Lake donde la edad mínima 
	 	 es 16 años; y

	 ·	 El sistema del Río Colorado (Lake Mead, Lake 
	 	 Mojave, y el Río Colorado) donde la edad mínima es 	
	 	 14 años.

	 Por el sistema del Río Colorado, un “sello de uso 
especial” de Nevada o Arizona puede que sea requerido 
en ciertas circunstancias.
	 Para calificar para una licencia de caza o pesca de 
“residente” de Nevada, hay que:

	 ·	 Ser un ciudadano de los Estados Unidos   o tener 
	 	 derecho legal para permanecer en los Estados 	
	 	 Unidos;

	 ·	 Ha vivido continuamente en Nevada, excepto 
	 	 ausencias temporales, por un período de 6 meses 	
	 	 antes de comprar una licencia de “residente” o 	
	 	 permiso; y

	 · 	 No haber aplicado para o comprado una licencia de 
	 	 “residente” para pesca, caza, o desvío en algun 	
	 	 otro estado durante el período de 6 meses en lo que 	
	 	 se ha vivido en Nevada.

	 Mientras pescando para la trucha en la mayoría de las 
aguas de Nevada, una persona debe haber comprador un 
sello de “trucha”, firmado, y fijado a su licencia de pesca.  
Un sello de trucha no es requerido para una persona que 
tiene menos de 16 años en Lake Tahoe O Topaz Lake, una 
persona que tiene menos de 14 años en el sistema del Río 
Colorado, una persona que tiene menos de 12 años en 

otras aguas de Nevada, o una persona que pesca bajo la 
autoridad de un permiso a corto plazo.
	 Con pocos excepciones, una persona solo puede coger 
peces de “caza” 
	 Con un anzuelo y sedal fijado a un carrete que está 
bien atendido por esa persona.  Se puede usar un arpón 
para pescar para perca rayada en Lake Mead y partes 
particulares de Lake Mojave y el Río Colorado.
	 Es prohibido coger o intentar pesca de “caza” con un red, 
trampas, o sedales “puestos”.
	 Es illegal pescar con una segunda combinación de 
anzuelos, sedales, y carretes, a menos que tenga un “sello 
de segundo sedal”.  El sello tiene que ser firmado y fijado 
a la licencia de pesca.   Es prohibido para una persona 
pescar con más de dos combinaciones de anzuelo, sedal, 
y carrete.
	 Para cada masa de agua en el estado, hay “limites” del 
número de peces que se puede coger y ser poseídos por 
un pescador.
	 Es prohibido usar partes de peces de caza para cebo.
	 Una vez que una persona haya cogido y tiene un limite de 
pescado, no se puede coger más pescado para completar 
su limite o el limite de un otra persona.

Barcos
	 Hay que tener un aparato personal de flotacíon (PFD o 
chaleco salvavidas) del tamaño aproriado, aprobado por el 
Guardacostas de los Estados Unidos, para cada persona 
en el barco.
	 En barcos que miede 16 pies y más, tiene que haber 
un aparato de flotación tirable además de los aparatos 
requeridos que todos llevan.
	 Un niño que tiene 13 años o menos   tiene que llevar 
un chaleco salvavidas de tamaño aproriado cuando el 
barco está en curso, a menos que el niño está en un lugar 
completamente incluido en el barco.
	 Es illegal manejar un barco de motor o vela mientras 
esta bajo la influencia de licor o droga embriagador.

Reglas de la Pesca
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Catch and Release Do’s and Don’ts

Catch and Release Do’s and Don’ts
By Jake Sunderland

	 Catch and release fishing can be both fun for anglers 
and beneficial for Nevada fisheries. Anglers may do it for 
a variety of reasons, they love fishing but not eating fish, 
they are fishing special regulation waters or maybe they 
have a “no kill” fishing philosophy. Whatever the reason, 
catch and release gives the fish a chance to grow and be 
caught again another day. 
	 “When I was young my dad and I always tried to catch 
or harvest our limit of whatever we were fishing or hunting 
for,” said Mark Warren, Fisheries Division chief. “As I grew 
older and took up fly fishing, I started releasing the fish back 
into the water. It gave me a great sense of satisfaction and 
left the fish to be captured and enjoyed by another angler.”
	 The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) manages 
Nevada fisheries to allow for a range of fishing styles from 
put-and-take to trophy fisheries. Populations are managed 
so that anglers wishing to take their fish can do so up to 
water limits. Catch and release anglers can benefit Nevada 
fisheries because they allow trout to grow to the 18 to 20-
inch range since anglers are releasing smaller fish back to 
the water until they have had time to grow. 
	 Catch-and-release also has financial benefits for 
Nevada fisheries.
	 “From a Department standpoint, catch and release 
offers the best recreational value,” said Warren. “It costs 
roughly $1 to raise a catchable 9-inch rainbow trout. If that 
trout is captured not once, but several times in its lifetime, 
less stocking is required to maintain the fisheries.”
	 Trout species are the most common fish that are 
captured and released. Because they easily reproduce 
in the wild, warmwater species such as white bass and 

crappie are usually kept and consumed to avoid the risk of 
overpopulation. 
	 Proper equipment and method are important to catch 
and release fishing. Single barbless hooks on an artificial 
lure or fly are the least stressful hooks to use on fish. 
Anglers also need to be aware of how they handle fish 
while practicing catch and release. 
	 “Fish should be reeled in as quickly as possible,” said 
Patrick Sollberger, Fisheries staff wildlife specialist. “That 
is, do not ‘play’ it for long and, if possible, do not touch 
them. Use pliers or forceps to grab and remove the hook 
while the fish is still in the water. If you must handle the 
fish, do so as little as possible and wet your hands prior to 
touching it.” 
	 Sollberger also said that if the fish is stressed and 
cannot swim then special care must be taken. If in moving 
water, gently hold the fish’s head in to the current with the 
mouth open.  While in still water open the mouth and gently 
move the fish back and forth so that the water passes over 
its gills. 
	 “This is the time to use your best judgment,” said 
Sollberger. “If the fish is too stressed or there has been gill 
damage (bleeding), keep it as part of your legal harvest. 
Releasing the fish to later be washed up dead on shore 
can be considered wanton waste. Proper handling, then, 
becomes extremely important in zero harvest limit waters.”
	 Warren has another tip to keep in mind while practicing 
catch and release fishing: Say thank you. 
	 “I always thank the fish for a spectacular fight,” said 
Warren. “And then, giving them a symbolic kiss on the 
nose, I release them back into the wild.”

Photo by Doug Ouellette
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Record Fish of Nevada
Nevada State Records

SPECIES WEIGHT LENGTH NAME OF WATER NEVADA RECORD
HOLDER

DATE
CAUGHT

WORLD	
RECORD

Common Name	 LBS	 OZS	 Inches	 Lake or Stream	 Angler Name	 	 All Tackle

Bass, Largemouth	 12	 0	 26	 Lake Mead	 Michael R. Geary	 3/8/1999	 22 lbs   4 oz

Bass, Smallmouth	 5	 13	 20.25	 Sheep Creek Reservoir	 Bryan Sparks	 8/15/2009	 11 lbs 15 oz

Bass, Spotted	 4	 2	 19.25	 Rye Patch Reservoir	 Dustin Osborn	 8/13/2000	 10 lbs  4 oz

Bass, Striped	 63	 0	 49	 Lake Mohave	 Allan S. Cole	 3/15/2001	 67 lbs  8 oz

Bass, White	 4	 0	 19	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Greg Ackerman	 5/13/1984	 6  lbs  13 oz

Carp	 34	 10	 37.75	 Truckee River	 Justin Edland	 5/3/2005	 75 lbs 11 oz

Catfish, Bullhead	 6	 11	 21.5	 Lida Junction Pond	 Wayne B. Logan	 6/29/2004	 7  lbs  7 oz

Catfish, Channel	 31	 1	 40.5	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Harry Stephens	 6/22/1980	 58 lbs  0 oz

Catfish, White	 17	 4	 31.75	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Corey Ryan	 6/26/2008	 19 lbs  5 oz

Catfish, White	 17	 4	 33.2	 Humboldt River	 Jose Mendoza	 9/17/2005	 19 lbs  5 oz

Crappie, Black	 3	 2	 16.1	 Lake Mead	 Henry Herman	 4/23/1976	 5  lbs  0 oz

Crappie, White	 3	 1	 16.1	 Rye Patch Reservoir	 David Lorain	 6/17/2006	 5  lbs   3 oz

Grayling, Arctic	 0	 15	 13.75	 Desert Creek	 George Delich	 7/1/1978	 5  lbs  15 oz

Muskie, Tiger	 17	 10	 39.75	 Barth Pit	 Jason A. Edgar	 5/2/2002	 51 lbs  3 oz

Perch, Sacramento	 4	 9	 17	 Pyramid Lake	 John Battcher	 7/18/1971	 4  lbs   9 oz *

Perch, Yellow	 1	 8	 13.3	 Dufurrena Ponds	 Warren Todd Goodale	 5/23/1987	 4  lbs   3 oz

Pike, Northern	 27	 0	 44	 Comins Lake	 Kelly H. Malaperdas	 6/11/1978	 55 lbs  1 oz

Salmon, Kokanee	 4	 13	 25.7	 Lake Tahoe	 Dick Bournique	 7/31/1973	 9  lbs   6 oz *

Salmon, Silver	 8	 12	 28.5	 Lake Mead	 William Musso	 5/9/1974	 33 lbs  4 oz

Salmon, Silver	 8	 12	 30.3	 Lake Mead	 Charles W. Caskey	 10/25/1974	 33 lbs  4 oz

Sunfish, Bluegill	 2	 5	 14	 Colorado River	 Bill Condon	 6/1/2008	 4  lbs  12 oz

Sunfish, Green	 1	 6	 12.5	 Floyd Lamb State Park	 Joe Burgess	 5/10/1992	 2  lbs  2 oz

Sunfish, Pumpkinseed	 0	 15	 10.13	 Peavine ponds	 Dante Ray	 8/2/2009	 2 lbs  4 oz

Sunfish, Redear	 2	 5	 13.75	 Colorado River	 Bill Condon	 6/26/2004	 5  lbs  7 oz

Trout, Brook	 5	 10	 22.8	 Bull Run Reservoir	 Richard Baker	 7/19/1980	 14 lbs  8 oz

Trout, Brown	 27	 5	 33	 Cave Lake	 Dennis Mangum	 12/9/1984	 40 lbs  4 oz

Trout, Bull	 4	 6	 22	 Jarbidge River, WF	 Rex Shelburne	 7/9/1985	 32 lbs  0 oz

Trout, Cutthroat	 24	 12	 33.5	 Pyramid Lake	 Tim Bayles	 2/27/2005	 41 lbs  0 oz **

Trout, Golden	 0	 15	 14.5	 Hidden Lakes	 Don Capps	 8/31/1969	 11 lbs  0 oz

Trout, Mackinaw	 37	 6	 44	 Lake Tahoe	 Robert Aronsen	 6/21/1974	 72 lbs  0 oz

Trout, Rainbow	 16	 4	 31.5	 Lake Mohave	 Mike Soskin	 12/16/1971	 42 lbs 10 oz

Trout, Rainbow x Cutthroat	 24	 10	 36	 Pyramid Lake	 Lloyd Lowery	 4/3/1976	 30 lbs  4 oz *

Trout, Tiger	 13	 13	 28.75	 Ruby Lake NWR	 Brian Howard	 6/27/1998	 20 lbs 13 oz

Walleye	 15	 4	 33	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Billy Foster	 4/10/1998	 25 lbs  0 oz

Whitefish, Mountain	 3	 4	 20	 Lake Tahoe	 Gregg Harris	 1/24/2004	  5 lbs  14 oz *

Wiper, White x Striped Bass	 25	 9	 33	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Adam Truran	 6/6/2009	 27 lbs   5 oz

Record Fish of Nevada

NOTE:	 These records are officially recognized by the Nevada Department of Wildlife as state records established from the year 1968, the first year 	
	 of the Nevada Trophy Fish Program through October 2009.  These records include fish taken in interstate waters including Lake Tahoe, Topaz 	
	 Leak, Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the Colorado River.  It is recognized that some species of fish of larger size have been caught from 	
	 Nevada waters prior to 1968.

* NOTE:	 Asterisk denotes world record according to the national Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame, 2009 Edition.  All others are taken from the 	
	 International Game Fish Association’s World Record Game Fishes “All Tackle” online records as of October 2009.

** NOTE:	 The recognized world record for Cutthroat trout of 41 pounds was caught from Pyramid Lake in 1925.
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Kind of fish caught	 	 	 	 	 	 Date caught	 	 	 	

Weight	 	   	 lbs.	 	 oz.   Length (total) inches	 	    Girth inches

Water where caught	 	 	 	     

Specific Location (i.e. cove or landmark)		 	 	         	 in	 	 	    County, Nevada

Type of Tackle	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lure or bait	

Name of Angler		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Age

Mailing Address		 	 	 	 	 	  

City	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	      Zip Code 

Telephone	 	 	 	 	 	 	 E-mail Address  

Measurements witnessed by:

1. Name	 	 	 	 	     	 Address 	

2. Name	 	 	 	 	     	 Address

 Nevada Trophy Fish Entry Form

Enter Your Fish - It May Be A Trophy
Nevada’s Trophy Fish Program

The following minimum weight qualifications are established for the various species of fish in the Nevada Trophy Fish 
Program. Each entry which meets the minimum qualifications will receive a Trophy Fish Certificate. The largest entry of 
the year for each species will receive a Record Nevada Fish Certificate. Trophy Fish Plaques will be awarded to those 
entries which establish a new state record.

For a fish to be considered in the Nevada Trophy Fish 
Program the following must apply: 

1.	 Fish must be taken legally from Nevada waters.
2.	 Weight is to be taken of whole fish before freezing.
3.	 Length is to be measured from tip of nose to tip of tail.
4.	 Measurements must be witnessed by two other persons, 	
	 at least one of whom must not be a relative of angler 	
	 entering contest.
5.	 Angler must provide positive means of identifying the species 	
	 of fish and include an adequate photograph.*
6.	 Entry must be made within calendar year of date caught 	
	 to be included in that year’s contest.

  1.	 Largemouth Bass	 5 lbs.
  2. 	Smallmouth Bass	 3 lbs.
  3. 	Spotted Bass	 2 lbs.
  4. 	Striped Bass	 20 lbs.
  5. 	White Bass	 2 lbs.
  6. 	Carp	 15 lbs.
  7. 	Bullhead Catfish	 1 lb.
  8. 	Channel Catfish	 10 lbs.
  9. 	White Catfish	 4 lbs.
10. 	Black Crappie	 2 lbs.
11. 	White Crappie	 2 lbs.
12. 	Arctic Grayling	 0.5 lb.
13. 	Sacramento Perch 	 2 lbs.
14. 	Yellow Perch	 0.5 lb.
15. 	Kokanee Salmon	 2 lbs.

Nevada Trophy Fish Entry Form

(Please Print Neatly)

16. 	Silver Salmon	 5 lbs.
17. 	Bluegill Sunfish	 1 lb.
18. 	Green Sunfish	 0.5 lb.
19. 	Redear Sunfish	 0.5 lb.
20. 	Brook Trout	 2 lbs.
21. 	Brown Trout	 5 lbs.
22. 	Cutthroat Trout	 10 lbs.
23. 	Bull Trout	 0.5 lb.
24. 	Mackinaw Trout	 10 lbs.
25. 	Rainbow Trout	 5 lbs.
26. 	Rainbow/Cutthroat Hybrid Trout  	 10 lbs.
27. 	Tiger Trout	 2 lbs.
28. 	Walleye	 6 lbs.
29. 	Mt. Whitefish	 1 lb.
30. 	Wiper (White/Striped Bass Hybrid)	 5 lbs.

7.	 If the fish being entered is a possible Nevada State Record, 
	 the 	fish must be weighed on a scale which has been certified 	
	 as accurate. The fish must be witnessed by a Nevada 	
	 Department of Wildlife employee.

*All photos submitted may be used in NDOW publications 
and on the agency website unless otherwise requested.

Mail entries and photos to:
Fisheries Division

Nevada Department of Wildlife
1100 Valley Rd.

Reno, Nevada 89512
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 Nevada Angler Questionnaire
	 Each year, the Nevada Department of Wildlife gathers information on recreational fishing success in Nevada in order 
to maintain and improve the fisheries resources of the state.  One of the main methods used to obtain this information is 
a questionnaire sent directly to you, the angler.
	 Your name may be selected from our angling license records from 2010 to complete this questionnaire.  
Please keep track of your days fished, the waters you fished and how many fish were caught and released.  If you do 
receive an Angler Questionnaire next year, your information will be much more accurate if you keep a log of the past year’s 
(2010) angling days.

Name of each stream, pond, lake or 
reservoir fished in Nevada during 2010. 
(Please include the mountain range, if 

known, for streams you fished.)

County where 
water is located.

Number of 
days fished 

on each water.

Total number 
of fish caught, 
including those 

released.

Number 
of fish 

released.

B C D E F

Example:  Thomas Creek/Carson Range Washoe 1 10 5

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Nevada Angler Questionnaire





The Nevada Department of Wildlife 
Congratulates the Winner of the 2009 

Nevada Free Fishing Day Poster Contest

Nevada’s Free Fishing Day is
Saturday, June 12, 2010

First Place - Demi Bera
Piñon Hills Elementary

Minden, NV

Runner-up - Alex Akre
Coral Academy of ScienceReno, NVRunner-up - Jacob Cole

Verdi Elementary

Verdi, NV




